
Mabuhay! 

 

Coming in as your president for the next couple of years, I can not help but recognize a lot of 

things that we, the current administration, should be thankful for. 

 

First of all, we are thanking God, our ever-loving Creator, for what we are and for what we have. 

He continues to orchestrate our lives and our organization to a challenge of unity, love, and service 

to our fellow men. 

 

Next, we thank our founders and the past leaders of this organization that has carried us this far, 

37 years of strong and highly visible Filipino presence in the Central Virginia area. Their individ-

ual and collective passion, hard work, dedication, and sacrifices are indeed worth emulating and 

present a challenge to us in sustaining this vibrant organization. 

 

We are also highly thankful for YOU, our members. The continued and unwavering support of 

the membership base has sustained us through in carrying out our organization’s missions. The 

year 2009 is a prime example of how we were able to harness our gifts of time, talent, and finan-

cial resources, in a unified effort to making our organization responsive to the needs of others. The 

more than $19,000 of monetary donations that we poured in to our countrymen who are victims of 

last year’s calamities, represent not only our instantaneous efforts to alleviate the fate of our hap-

less victims, but also the ever-reliable support of our members in the past years’ fund-raising ef-

forts of our organization.  

 

Yes, for the back-to-back typhoons we had at the Philippines last year, we were able to raise a 

significant amount in our fund-raising efforts in a span of seven weeks.  But we could not have 

sent our initial contribution of $5,000 if it were not for  the numerous contributions you have made 

through the years even before those 2009 calamities came. Some came from the amount you paid 

for a bus trip to Atlantic City, a part from the tickets you bought to support a candidate in one of 

our past pageants. Still some of that also came from the fees you religiously pay each year, some 

from the money you pay to join a “Fun Night” or attend the New Year’s Eve party, the donations 

you gave to our Christmas caroling. Some came from  the money you paid to savor a plate of 

“pancit”, “lechon”, “lumpia” and other native dishes in one of our food booths in events we par-

ticipated, some from the advertisements that you paid to have your name in our events’ souvenir 

programs and a lot, lot more to enumerate. Though these may be the more visible impact of your 

support to our organization, there surely were  lots of immeasurable member support in the set-up, 

clean-up, and other support tasks not only in fund-raising events that we have initiated and partici-

pated, but also in community outreach projects that we have been involved in year after year. 

 

As I finish off this litany of thanks, let me welcome and thank our new and returning members 

who made our first 2010 event, Post Valentine and membership kick-off  party a huge success. 

The turnout was inspiring to us and challenging at the same time. I do hope that you will continue 

to support our organization in all our future activities ( see separate Schedule of Events).  We will 

continue to strive for unity among us, among other groups that share the same visions that we 

have. As we have seen and demonstrated in the past, only through unity can we achieve the best 

results.  Though this is better said than written, UNITY starts with you and I (U-N-I) , and we will 

all be together in making FAACV a truly relevant, dynamic, and responsive organization.  Mara-

ming salamat po sa inyong lahat. Many thanks to you all! 

 

 Marty Martinez 

FAACV President 2010-2011 
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APA ASIAN LEGISTLATIVE DAY & INAUGURAL  RECEPTION 

2010 is a record year for the longest serving General Assembly (Virginia) in the country. For the first time in Virginia’s General 

Assembly history, we have 2 Asian American legislators who took their oath to serve.  One of them is a Filipino American Ron 

Villanueva and Mark Keam, a Korean American. Another Asian American Bert Mizusawa, a Japanese American and a decorated 

General of the US Army, is running for the US Congress. Over 30 Asian American organizations including FAACV and AASoCV, 

from around the Commonwealth held the 6th Asian Legislative Forum on February 11, 2009 at the Crowne Plaza in Richmond, VA. 

AASoCV helped tackle a myriad of issues during the day with multiple Delegates and Senators. A reception was held for the new 

Governor Bob McDonnell in the evening. Several of the FAACV members were able to meet and introduce themselves to the Gov-

ernor Bob McDonnell, First Lady Maureen McDonnell and other delegates both from the Republican and Democrat parties includ-

ing Delegates Ron Villanueva and Mark Keam. On this occasion, attendees were able to express their concern to the Secretary of 

Education Gerard Robinson about the proposed school budget reduction in the local counties. Another concern that was relayed to 

other legislators was the fact that Asian business minorities are not getting enough piece of the pie with regards to getting state con-

tracts. Delegate T. Scott Garrett, M.D. 23rd district was also present at the reception.  

Some members of the Filipino community in Central Virginia with Governor Bob McDonnell and First Lady Maureen 

McDonnell  at the Inaugural Reception on February 11. 

NEW BOARD 

INDUCTION AT 

NEW YEAR’S 

EVE PARTY  

 

2010 was started 

with a big bang by 

FAACV at the 

New Year’s Eve 

party when the new 

board was sworn in 

by past President 

Resty Raguindin.  

The handover was 

done smoothly and 

events were 

planned around 

new ideas from the 

2010 officers and 

board members. 



insight from the 2nd genera-

tion Filipino Americans. He 

enjoys hanging out with fam-

ily & friends, meeting new 

people, reading, cooking, eat-

ing everything (except olives, 

ampalaya, or liver), long 

walks on the beach, and mak-

ing a difference and positive 

impact in his lifetime. 

 

Steven Casupanan, son of 

Romy & Bennie Casupanan, is 

a Software Engineer in town 

working for a major healthcare 

IT company along with some 

business and other projects 

outside of that. He graduated 

from Virginia Tech where he 

was active in the Filipino 

American Student Association, 

serving as Vice President dur-

ing his senior year. He is new 

to the board and is excited 

about serving and providing an 

Meet the Youngest FAACV Board member: Steven Casupanan 

CONDOLENCES 

 

… to Maria Pruessman on the 

loss of her mother, Rosario 

Flores; 

 

… to Annabel Keyton on  the 

loss of her mother. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONGRATULATIONS  

 

… to Alex Taloma, son of 

Aris and Beth Taloma for 

passing the Professional 

Engineer (P.E.) exam. 

 

… to Rhoda and Matej Bevc 

(Romy & Thelma Hernan-

dez's daughter) for the arri-

val of Bb. Gabriel last April 

3. 

… to Bernie (nee Aberin) 

and Justin Smolka on the 

birth of second daughter, 

Rebecca Bernadette 

 

 

The Valentine/membership kickoff was 

held on Feb 20 at the Our Lady of 

Lourdes Church. This was a FREE 

event for the whole community and 

people were encouraged to renew their 

membership. FAACV board was suc-

cessful in getting multiple new mem-

bers to join FAACV. Everyone old and 

young alike had fun dancing, games, 

contests and plenty of good food. 

 

(photo)  FAACV Board members with 

new member Vellie Dietrich-Hall and 

her sister who joined at the Kickoff 

Party on   2/20/10. 

VALENTINE AND M EMBERSHIP DRIVE PARTY—A B LAST!  

Greetings from Florida!  
My name is Chris Narvaez, son of Roberto and the late Luz 

Narvaez.  I am currently in graduate school at the University 

of Florida pursuing my master’s degree in Urban and Re-

gional Planning.  The reason for this letter is to make you 

aware of my study abroad opportunity to study transportation, 

urban and sustainable design. I was one of 13 students se-

lected to take this endeavor. I hope to use what I learn there 

and use it for my thesis.  
If you would like to learn more about my trip to Brazil you 

can visit my facebook page, “Send Chris to Brazil,” where 

you can see pictures, videos and blogs of my upcoming ad-

venture.  You can also make a contribution there too.  For 

those who do not have facebook, please visit http://

chrisnarvaez.chipin.com/brazil for more information.  
Thank you again for all your continued support. 
Chris Narvaez…  

LETTERS 

We would like to invite our 

members to contribute articles 

for our next newsletters. We 

also accept announcements like 

graduation, birth, career mile-

stones, and the like. Please 

email them to Rumy Mohta  

( RICHTRVL@aol.com ) or 

Romy Hernandez 

(romeonhernandez@gmail.com) 
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http://chrisnarvaez.chipin.com/brazil
http://chrisnarvaez.chipin.com/brazil


Thanks to everyone who have sent in 

their membership form and fee, either 

by mail or in our membership kick-off 

party in February. 

 

If you would still like to join or renew 

your membership, we have attached a 

copy of the form. Please complete and 

mail the attached Membership Applica-

tion and Renewal Form for 2010 with 

your check payable to FAACV, to the 

treasurer whose address is indicated in 

the form.  Membership is open to eve-

ryone, any Filipino, American, or other 

national, who is at least 18 years of age 

and residing in the Central Virginia 

area, upon payment of the membership 

fee. Membership is subject to the ac-

ceptance and approval of the FAACV 

Membership Committee. 

 

In an effort to be environment-friendly,  

our newsletter is available in pdf for-

mat. If you prefer your newsletter de-

livered via email, please send in the 

attached form checking in the pertinent 

box with your email address.  This can 

also be downloaded from our website: 

www.faacv.org. 

 

If you have paid and you need to up-

date other information we  have on our 

file, please complete the form and mail 

it to us.  

Please indicate that you have sent in 

your membership fee for 2010. 

 

Thank you.   

òTo catch the reader's attention, place an 
interesting sentence or quote from the story here.ó 

 1.  Asian American Celebration 

Ethnic dances, food, and crafts from Asian communities, Admission is FREE 
 Date/Time:  Saturday, May 8, 2010 – 11am to 8pm 

Place:   Richmond Convention Center 

 403 North Third Street Richmond, VA 23219  

 Tel: (804)783-7300  
Contact persons:  Rumy Mohta - 804 245-0377 ; Marty Martinez - 804-755-3077 

 

FAACV welcomes volunteers for our culture, food, and craft booths. 

To volunteer, please contact  Imelda Raguindin - 457-9610 for Food Booth; Rudy 
Bolipata - 304-0369 for Cultural Booth;  Linda Smith -  744-2715 for Hands-On/Crafts. 

 

 2) 1st FAACV Charity Golf Tournament 

Open to everyone, proceeds to benefit Childrenôs Hospital , FAACV Scholarship Fund, 
and other FAACV charities. 

 Date/Time:  Saturday, May 22, 2010 1:00 PM   

 Sign in Time:  11:00 AM until 12:30 PM. 

Place:   The Golf Club at Brickshire 
 5520 Virginia Park Drive, Providence Forge, VA 23140 

  Contact Persons:  Gerry Balallo - 804 339-6640 ; Teddy Tiqui - 804-972-5535  

 

3)  Santacruzan 
May Filipino tradition , Mass precedes the procession; potluck reception to follow 

Date/Time:  Sunday, May 23, 2010 – 12 noon 

Place:  St. Edward’s Catholic Church 

             Huguenot Road 
Contact persons:  Marj Mohta, 804-245-0366; Monique Pioquinto, 804-484-9056;  

  Sonia Martinez - 804 874-8372 

Contact person for Potluck dishes – Chit Chavez - 804-276-5187 

 
4)  Kalayaan Play Presentation by the Pilipino Class 

 Reenactment of some highlights in the Philippinesô fight for freedom 

 Date/Time:  Saturday, June 5, 2010 – 6:30 pm 

Place:  Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church Social Hall 
             8200 Woodman Road, Richmond, VA 23228 

More details to follow. 

 

5)  FAACV Philippine Independence Day picnic and General Meeting 
 Annual outdoor gathering of FAACV members 

 Date/Time:  Saturday, June 12, 2010 11:00 AM – 6:00 PM  

 Place:   Harbour Pointe Pavilion (near Club House) 

   Midlothian, VA 23112 
  Contact Persons:  Rumy Mohta - 804 245-0377 ; Marty Martinez - 804-755-3077 

 

6 )  Music For A Child Benefit Show 

 Organized by Hannah Rodriguez (JRI Youth) to benefit Bantay Bata 
 Date/Time:  Saturday, June 26, 2010 5:00 PM – 8:00 PM  

 Place:   Three Chopt Elementary School 

   1600 Skipwith Road, Richmond,  VA 

  Contact Person:  Ruel Rodriguez - 804 502-2011  
 Admission: $5.00 

 

7)  Fun Night  

Night of fun, games, food and singing 
 Date/Time:  Saturday, July 17, 2010 6:00 PM – 11:00 PM 

Place:    Prestosa Residence in  Midlothian, Va 

Contact Persons:  Lilia Baker – 804-360-4883 ; Carlo Reyes - 804-513-1398 
 

8)  Care-A-Van Free health care services 

 free primary health care to those without health insurance scheduled daily in different 

 sites 
Contact Persons:  Marj Mohta at 804-245-0377, Monique Pioquinto at 804-484-9056, 

or Evelyn Bolipata at 804-514-3917 
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATE Community Calendar of Events 


